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the astonished stranger; the Logothete spoke in his name.
Only a few managed to avoid being impressed; Liutprand
of Cremona boasted that he was able to do so, but he had
to admit that it was only because he had previously made
detailed inquiries from those who had seen the spectacle.
How much information a Byzantine ambassador was ex-
pected to bring back to his sovereign can be deduced from
the careful supervision of foreign envoys in order to prevent
them from seeing anything that they were not meant to
see. Every missionary, every merchant proceeding abroad
obtained information which could be of great value in dealing
with the rulers of the countries visited, as, for instance,
advice concerning the person who should receive presents
and the kind of presents which should be chosen. The
Byzantines did not necessarily regard it as a humiliation to
make regular payments, which were often called tribute by
the recipients, to countries with which they wished to live on
terms of peace. They tried by subsidies to secure help in
times of war. But they also did not hesitate to incite enemies
against a peaceful neighbour, though at the same time
observing the treaties which they themselves had concluded.
They regarded it as a principle of good statesmanship to
handicap a real or a potential opponent by placing difficulties
in his way. Political marriages also played a part in diplo-
macy, as indeed did the reception of people whose mere
presence at the Byzantine Court could exercise a certain
pressure on foreign powers. Christian missions were an
effective means of imperial policy, although the neighbour-
ing States which had been converted to Christianity could
not always be restrained from their cupidity. On the other
hand attempts to achieve a union with die West by means of
concessions in dogma were fruitless owing to the resistance
of the Emperor's own subjects. One thing is certain:
diplomacy called for heavy expenditure in money. But it is
precisely in this field that the Byzantines, who have been
wrongly accused of clumsiness, showed a capacity for
flexibility and for adaptability; although occasionally they
did not shrink from objectionable methods, yet this capacity
gave the Government a superiority of which full use was
often made.                                          WILHELM ENSSLIN